On establishing the genetic basis of mental disease.
Many of the recent studies reporting genetic linkages for mental illnesses such as schizophrenia and manic depression have been retracted. The authors of this article argue that the fundamental reason for the difficulties in this research field lies in the strongly held preconceived belief that the primary cause of these illnesses is in fact genetic. All scientists hold preconceived ideas. However, such ideas are more likely to result in erroneous conclusions in the study of human behavior than in other more 'objective' research areas. Moreover, it is especially important that researchers studying human behavior be aware of their biases and learn to compensate for them because of the social consequences of their work.